[JIABA 1

Aseycm 1902 200a

Mononoii rpac Cepreit PaTMaHOB cTOSIT HA KPbUIblIE TO-
CTOSIJIOTO IBOPA U C TOCKOW B3MpaJl HA HU3KUE 00J1aKa, CKpbI-
BaOIIME ABIryCTOBCKOE HE0O, U Ha MEPBBIE XKEJIThIE JIMCThS,
YCBITIABIIWE YIOXEHHYIO KUPITAYOM JOPOXKY, BEIYIIYIO K KO-
HIOIIHSAM. XO0JIOAHBIN MOPBIBUCTBIN BeTep, HE CBOMCTBEHHbBIN
5TOMY BPEMEHM TO/Ia, BPBIBAJICSI B KAMEHHYIO apKy M, 3aJIUX-
BaTCKHW MOCBUCTBIBAs, TOHSJI IO JBOPY CEPAMTBHIX BOPOOLEB,
3abpachiBasi X CEHHOUM TPYXO, KJIIOYbSIMU TPSI3ZHOM COJIOMBI U
MOTEMHEBIIUMU OT JOXAS JIMCThSIMMU.

I'pad ¢ HeHaBUCTbIO OKMHYJ B30POM IOCTOSUIBIA IBOD,
yO0O0XECTBO KOTOPOTO OH BBIHYKJEH OBbIJI CO3€pLIaTh C CAMOTO
yTpa. Ero ussiiHas n1opoxHas KapeTa He BblaepXkaia HeJaelb-
HOM TPSICKU I10 JOPOTaM POCCUMCKOrO 3aX0JYCThsl, U TEIIEPb
MECTHBIN Ky3HEIl C ABYMSI IOMOIITHUKAMU TTBITAJIUCh TPUBECTH
B MOPAIOK PECCOPHI IKUIIAXKA, HO KOHLIA UX TPYJaM HE Tpel-
BUEJIOCH B OJIMKal1lIMe HECKOJbKO YacoB.

HacTtpoeHue Mononoro yejsoBeka ObLIO MOJ CTAaTh MOTOJE,
a CKyIOCTb, IPsI3b, 3aKOMYEHHBIE CTEHBI MPUIOPOXKHBIX TPAK-
TUPOB U CYTOJIOKA MOCTOSIJIbIX IBOPOB, YIrHeTaBIlre rpada Ha
MPOTSXKEHUU BCEX THEW IyTEIIECTBUS, JUIIHUN pa3 HallOMU-
HaJli O TOM, YTO OJIECK U BECEJIbE CBETCKOU XMU3HU yTEPSHBI
JIJISI HETO €CJIM He HaBcerga, To o KpaliHeil Mepe Ha OJivKaii-
muit Mecsl. M HaxoauTcst OH 31eCh 110 3101 BOJIe pOKa, Bep-
Hee, MO0 MPUXOTU CBOeU ABOIOPOAHON 0aOYyIIKM — TrepLOoTuHU
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Npuna MeJjibHEKOBA

Tundopn, koropyto Cepreit HUKOrIa B CBOEH XKM3HU HE BUJEII,
HO 3Ta JajieKasl aHTJIMICKasl pOJACTBEeHHUIA YMYIPUIACh UC-
HOPTUTH €My XU3Hb Aaxe Mocjie CBOeil CMEePTH.

I'pad B3TIAHYT HAa CBOM IIETOJILCKUE CATIOTH, TTOTEPSBIIINE
ObLIOE BEJIMKOJIEINE, XOTeJ ObLIO MO3BaTh jJakKes SIiKy, 4To-
ObI TOT MOJAJ €My HOBYIO CMEHY OJIeXK/Ibl U YUCTYIO 00YBb, HO
BCIIOMHMWJI, YTO MapeHb APBIXHET ceiiuac Ha KOHIOIIHE, a BO3-
BpallaThbcs Hazad M OYIUTH JICHTSST 03HAYaJlo OKOHYATEJIBHO
UCHOPTUTH cebe HacTpoeHue. Cepreil yxxe JaBHO MpUILEa K
BBIBOIY, YTO OOJIBIIIETO TIPOXBOCTA, YeM SI1rKa, CBeT He BUIbI-
BaJl.

BeTep npoHUK 1o CIOPTYK, HAIIOMHUB B OUepeaHON pas,
yto rpad He Ha JlagypHOM Oepery, a B poaHolt Poccuiickoit
uMItepuu, Ha okparHax CapaTOBCKOM ry0epHUM. A 3a0IHO U O
TOM, UTO OJIECTSIINIA KpacaBell, MeuYTa IOHBIX OaphIllIeHb U MO-
Jnoaplx BOoByliek, Cepxx ParmMaHOB MpuObLI cloa ¢ €AUMHCT-
BEHHOM LIEJbI0 — XXEHUTHCS, U XKEHUTHCS 10 pacueTy.

Kaxk emy He xoTtenoch cioga exaTb! OH HaXOmWJI THICSTYM OT-
TOBOPOK, YTOOBI 3aTSIHYTh OTHE3M, HO CPOKHU MOATATKUBATIN B
CIUHY, U BOT HAaKOHELl OH 3/IeCh, ITOJ 3TUM CBUHIIOBBIM He-
OOCKJIOHOM, C CEPILIEM TAKUM XK€ TSIKEbIM, KaK 3T YIPIOMbIE
TY4YU HaJl eTo TOJIOBOM, ¢ pa3pylIeHHBIMU HaIeKIaMU7.

I'pad rmydboko B3moxHy. «IlocieaqHuii TII0TOK CBOOOIBI», —
YCMEXHYJICS OH Tpo cedd. Jlo umeHus «BuiiHeBoe» ocTanioch
yyTh 00JIee IBYX BEPCT IIyTH, a 3aTeM HECKOJIBKO 111aroB T10 y3-
KO#l Tpome K 3UsIIolIel MPONacTu «CYMPYKEeCKOro cYacThs U
OJ1aXXEHCTBA».

¥V rpada He ObUIO TJIAHOB XEHUTHCS B OJIzKaliee Bpems,
HO, HEe OOBEHYABIIMCH IO KOHIIA CEHTSIOpsl, TO €CTh OO0 HAHS
CBOETr0 POXICHMS, OH Tepsijl BCe MpaBa Ha MOJOBUHY Hacel-
CTBa, OCcTaBJIeHHOro eMy AHHoI ['Midopa, B moab3y KaKoro-
TO BeChMa JaJIbHET0 aHTJIMMCKOTO pOACTBEHHUKA. [10 MHEHUTO
crapiiero o6para rpada, AHapes, 3TOTo Ky3eHa ¢ peakoit ga-
munein CMUT Hago ObLIO YTOIIMThH, €ABa TOT ITOSBUJICS HAa
CBET, KaK CaMOro HUYTOXHOTO YeJIOBeKa M3 BCEX KUBYLIUX
HbIHe Ha 3emJe. 2KuTtenb ganekoro AnbO0MoHa ObLT OOJIbIIUM
JIOOUTEIeM KapT, M 3a COPOK JIET CBOSH OYpHOI KU3HM YCITelT
MPOMOTATH HEe TOJBKO COOCTBEHHOE HACIIEACTBO, HO U YCaab0y
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HEBECTA 10 HACJIEACTBY

JKEHbI, U IPUJAHOE IBYX FTOPEMBIYHBIX CECTEP, ONIEKYHOM KO-
TOPBIX UMEJT HECYACThe COCTOSTh.

I'pad, KoHeyHO, MOHKUMAaJI, YTO KOT/Aa-HUOYIb OH JOJIKEeH
Oyner xXeHuTbcsd. OH Haaescsl, YTO HACTYIIUT TOT MOAXO.S-
1WA MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH MO3BOJUT cebe MoJI0O0UTh U JI000Bb
U30aBUT €ro OT TeX HEeNPUSATHOCTEH, KOTOopble, OECCIIOpPHO,
HeceT Opak 1o pacyery. A CyauTb 00 3TOM OH MOT C ITOJTHBIM
OCHOBaHMEM, MCXO/IS1 U3 TJIAYEBHOIO OMbITA CTapliero opara.

Ho roasr npoxoauiau, mpooderaiu, mpojeTraiud, a Jo00Bb
TaK U He KOCHYJIach ero cepaua. M tenepp ata XXKeHUTHOA, KO-
TOpPYIO €T0 HEeyroMOHHasi 0alyllka, cYyMTaBllasi CBOMM CBSI-
LLIEHHBIM JIOJITOM 3a00TUTHCS O BHYKaX MoOcjie CMEPTU UX PO-
IUTEJIEN, 3aTesiia paau COXpaHEeHMS TaK HEKCTaTU CBaJIUBILIE-
rocs Ha HEro HacJjeACTBa, OblIa TeM CaMbIM BO3ME3IUEM,
HacturimuM Cepres mociie AecsATH JIeT Becesiol U 6e33a00THOM
CBETCKOM XM3HU. Yepe3 HECKOJbKO YacCOB OH OOBEHYAETCS C
HE3HAKOMKOM, KOTOPOii e1Ba MCTIOJTHUIOCH IeBSITHAALIATD JIET,
MOJIOXUT TOJIOBY Ha CEMEMHYIO IUIaxy W... MpolanTe, MUJIbIe
Ipy3bsl, ciaBHbIe moapyru! Ha BCio >KM3Hb 3aKyIOT €ro B KaH-
Jajibl CYNPYKECKOro A0Jra B yroay CIsITUBILEH cTapyxe, KOTO-
pasi U MO-PYyCCKU-TO pasyyujach rOBOPUTb, HO BCIOMHUJA
BIPYT O KJISITBaX CBOEH MOJIOAOCTH, YTOO €il ITycTO ObUIO B TOT
MOMEHT!

I'pad, uyTo coBCceM He MOA00aI0 MOJIOJOMY YEJIOBEKY €Tr0
BOCIIUTAHUSI, IETTOTOM BbIPYTaJICs U OMSITh IJTyOOKO B3IOXHYJI.
Yro X, Bce B pyKax [IpoBugeHusI, U eMy OCTaeTCs JIUIIb YII0-
BaTh Ha ero BoJyio! OH peluTeIbHO OTKPBLT ABEPh 1 3aMep Ha
nopore, MOpaXeHHbI BHE3aITHO HACTYIMBILEH TUILIMHON 3a
cBoeit cnuHoil. Kazanoch, BeTep HeoXuaaHHO CTuX. PxaHue
Jiolaaei B KOHIONIHSX, ITepedpaHKa KOHIOXOB U CMEX TIPUCITY-
TY, pa3BellINBalIONIeil BEICTUPAHHOE OeJibe Ha 3aTHEM IBOpE, —
BCE 3TO BMUT KyJIa-TO MCUYE3J10, PACTBOPWIOCH, 3aMepJIo B He-
MOHSATHOM olienieHeHUU. Cepreil MeaJIeHHO MOBEPHYJI [OJIOBY,
U B ClIeyIollee MITHOBEHME CJIOBHO BUXPb BOPBAJICS BO ABOP U
pa3pyIII TAMHCTBO TUIITWHBI.

Mornomast BcagHUILIa, YBEpEHHO CUAEBIIAsl B ceIe, TTOIIe-
TeJla K KpbUIbIly, TOTOM, CJIeTKa HAaTSIHYB MOBOJIbS, MepeBesa
JIollIaib Ha 1Iar v npoexaja MuMo. OHa OCTaHOBMJIA CBOIO THE-
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Npuna MeJjibHEKOBA

JIy10 KOOBLTY Y KOHIOLIEH, OKJIMKHYJIA OHOTO U3 KOHIOXOB I10
MMEHU 1, He o0pallias BHUMAHMS Ha ero IMPOTSHYTYIO B IIOMOIIb
PYKY, BECbMa JIOBKO CIIPbITHYJIa Ha 3eMT0. JIacKoBO MoxJiomnan
Jiolaab Mo KpyTOMYy KpYIly, AeBYIlIKa BeJjiejia MOCTaBUTh €€ B
KOHIOIIHIO. B3MblIeHHBIE 60Ka JKMBOTHOI'O YKa3bIBajlu Ha TO,
YTO MOJIoAasi XO03sliiKa MOBOJBbHO MPOAOIKUTEbHOE BpeMs
THaja ero B3alycku, He pa3oupasi JOpOTrU, U Terepb OHO HYX-
JIAJIOCh B TEILIE, OTABIXE U SCJSIX C OBCOM I10 KpaiiHEN Mepe 10
CJIeYIOLIEro yTpa.

HeBy1lika 11j1a 110 TOPOKKeE, Kpasi e 3eJIeHON HAKMIKU pa3-
Jletaauch B 06e ctopoHbl. OHa HamoOMHUJIA rpady CBEXUA MO-
JIOIOM JIMCTOK, 3aHECEHHbI HEMoCenI0l BETPOM B 3TY XKAJIKYIO
U TPSI3HYI0 00uTeNb. JINIIO ee ellle He OCThLIO OT CTPEMUTEb-
HOM CKauKH, IIeKH TMOJIbIXaJl PyMSIHLIEM, a KOXa, IIBeT KOTO-
poli HaITOMUHAJI CJIeTKa MPUTOMJIEHHbIE CJIMBKU, JaXKe Ha pac-
CTOSIHUM Ka3ajlaCh HEXXHOM U 1LIEJTKOBUCTOM.

TI'ocrmonu 6oxe! YTo 3a mpekpacHOe BUACHNE SIBUJIOCH eMY?
Heyxenu cynpba cxanuiaach Hal HUM UM MoAapuia Hamocje-
JIOK BCTpeuy ¢ KpacuBeiillei 13 Bcex KEHILUH, KOUX eMy TpU-
XOJUJIOCh BCTpeYaTh B CBOEH XXU3HU!

I'padp PatMaHOB, pa3sMHyB pOT CaMbIM HEMPUIUUYHBIM 00-
pa3oM, He MUTast CMOTpPeJ Ha PUOJIMKAIOIIYIOCS K HEMY MO-
JloAylo XeHIIMHY. B MrHoBeHUe oKa OH 3a0bUl O CBOEM TILA-
TeJIbHO OTpabOTaHHOM rofaMu yIpaxXHEeHU, cjierka mpuiLy-
PEHHOM, MOJYHACMEUUTMBOM-TIONYIPE3PUTEILHOM B3IJISIAC,
KOTOPBIN He BBIIECPKUBAIU JaXKe OIBITHBIE CBETCKHE AaMbl U
MocJie 3aXOAWINCh B UCTEPUKE B IYIIHBIX CBOUX Oyayapax, Mmo-
HuMas, yto Cepk PaTMaHOB Tak 1 He Moamaics ux yapam. A ata
COBCEM IOHasl JIeBylIKa JMIIb CJIerka MoAHsIa B YIUBJICHUU
KpacuBO OouyepuYeHHBIe OPOBU U C JIOOOMBITCTBOM IIOCMOTpEsIa
Ha Hero, KOrja mpoes3xkaa yepe3 ABop. Termepb eif ocTaBaaoch
chenaThb He OoJiee JeCcsITH 1IaroB A0 KPbUIbIA, 1 3a 3TO BPeMs
rpady TpeOOBaIOCh PELIMTh HEJIETKYIO 3aa4y: CTOUT JIM BbISIC-
HSITh, KTO OHAa U oTKyna? ’KeHuTbOe 5TO He MOJKHO IOMe-
11aTh, HO, C JPYTOil CTOPOHBI, OH TOJILKO Ceiiuyac OTYETIUBO
OCO3HaJI, B KaKyI0 MPOIMAacTb TOJIKAET ce0s, COMIACUBIINCH HA
3TOT BbIHYXJIEHHBIN CKOPONaIUTEIbHbIA Opak.

OH TrepeBen AyX W TMTOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Cepille CJIOBHO OC-
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TaHOBWJIOCh HA MTHOBEHME, a ITIOTOM 3a4aCTUJI0 ObICTPO-Obl-
CTPO, KaK $I3bIK Y TOProBKU pbiOOit Ha ogecckoM IIpuBo3e, oT-
YUTBIBAOLIEH MpUBepeIMBYIO KyxapKy. HeaHakomka, momo-
OpaB 100KH, He 3aAyMbIBasICh, JIETKO MepenphIrHyJia yepe3 He-
OOJIBIIIYIO JIYKY Y KPBUIbIa X OBICTPO BOEXaJjia Mo CTyIIeHbKaM.
IIpeonosieB HEOXUAAHHYIO OTOPOIlb, I'pad MOCTOPOHUICS U
NponycTuia aeBylky. OHa IMpoljia COBCEM PSIAOM, HO Yy IBEpU
obepHyJiach M B3IUIsIHYJIa Ha Hero. [IpsMmoii, 6e3 TeHU ucmyra
B3IJISII, HECOMHEHHBIN YM, CBETUBILMIACS B IPEKPACHBIX 3€J1e-
HBIX I1a3aX, OKOHYATEJbHO 3aCTaBUJIM €ro 3a0bITh, YTO YXkKe
3TUM Be4YepoM OH JOJIKEH CTaTh MyxXXeM AHactacuu Mepky-
LIEBOM.

I'pacd MensieHHO U HECKOJIbKO LIEPEMOHHO CKJIOHWJI Tepe/T
Hell TOJIOBY 1 COBEPILIEHHO He YAMBUJICS, KOTIa OHA Pa3BEpHY-
Jlach M HampaBujaach K Hemy. OUeBUIHO, €ro U3bICKAHHBIE Ma-
HEphl U 3aralouHOE BbIpaXXeHKE, KOTOPOE OH TYT e MOMbITaI-
csl mpuaaTh cBoel (PpU3MOHOMUU, MPOU3BEIU OINpPeaAcIeHHOE
BIeYATICHNE W HA 3TO HEUCKYIIIEHHOE CO3IaHMeE.

A neBylika Oblja O4eHb MOJIOAA, 3TO OH OTMETWJI MPU OJIu-
>XallleM pacCMOTPEHUU U TYT K€ 3a0bl1 O CBOUX YJIOBKAX, a
BCE TATOCTHBIE Y CMYTHBIE MBICJIM CTPEMUTEIBHO, OYATO MTEH-
1IbI M3 THE3/1a, BHIMTOPXHY/IU M3 TOJIOBbI, U JIUIIIL OJHA IPOIOJI-
»Kaja HaCTOMYMBO OUTHCS B rojioBe: «IloueMy oHa Tak CIIelIu-
na? Heyxeau 6eXUT OT KOTO-TO?»

I'yObI AEBYIIKHM 11I€BEIBbHYJIUCH, OHA YTO-TO TOBOPUJIA EMY,
HO MCKYILEHHbIN XXN3HbIO MOJIOAOM I'pad TeM He MeHee CTOSLI
Kak nocyjeaHuii 6071BaH M MoJlya co3epliaji ee JMBHOE JIULIO —
3aKJIIOYEHHbIE B MPaBUJIbHBIM OBaJl MPEKPACHO OYepUYEHHBIE
CKYJIbI, TPSIMOIA, BOBMOXHO, YyThb-4yTh KOPOTKUi1, YTOOBI CUM-
TaThCS UCKIIOYUTEILHO MPAaBUIBLHON (POPMBI, HOCHUK, TTOYTH
COBepIIeHHBIE, eIll¢ TTO-IeTCKU MPUITyXJIble TYOhl. M, Kak mpa-
TOLIEHHBIE M3YMPYIbI, PEAKOI KPacOTHI TJla3a, CMOTPSIIME Ha
HEro ¢ HEKOTOpbIM HedoyMeHHueM. [leByllika OIsITb 4YTO-TO
cKazajia ¥ MoJolijia K MOJIOAOMY YeJIOBEKY ellle OJIMXKe, He To-
HUMas, ToYeMy TOT TaK YIIOPHO He OTBEYaeT eii.

Ho Cepreit PaTMaHOB JUILKWJICS HE TOJIBKO ClyXa: OH OKa-
3aJicsl HAa TpaHU TOTO, YTOOBI OKOHYATEbHO MOTEPSITh TOJIOBY,
100 ObLT MOJIHOCTHIO 3aXBaU€H CO3epllaHMeM 3TUX IUBHBIX T'Y0
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¥ pa3MBILIIJICHUEM, MHOTUM JI MOJIOIBIM JIIOISIM OBIJIO TI03BO-
JIEHO TMO1IeJI0BaTh 3TO HeOeCcHOe co3naHue?

3BYK, POAMBIIMICS B HEXXHOM TOPJIBIIIKE, HAKOHEI JO-
CTUT TpadCKUX yIIIeit 1 OBLT TONOOEH XKXypUaHUIO pydeiiKa VTN
HEXXHOMY TIEHMIO BOJILLIEOHOM NacTyllbeid cBupenu... I'pad BcTpe-
neHyjcs. YTo oHa Bce-Taku cKazana?

— Cynapb, BbI cllydaiiHO He IIyXxoHeMoii? — JleByllKa Obl-
CTPO B3MaxHyJia epyaTKON y Hero repen ria3amMmu 1 ¢ ooJier-
yeHueM B3goxHyaa. — Hy, To, 4To He cienoit, 3To ToOuHo! —
N TpebGoBaTeibHO MOBTOPUJIA, OYEBUAHO, YK€ HE B MEPBbIi
pa3 cBoif Bompoc: — BBl moHMMaeTe, 0 4eM S CIIpaIImBaio?
Wi BBI MHOCTpaHeIl M HA OeTbMeca He CMBICITUTE TI0-PYCCKU?

— IloHnumaro, cymapbiHsl, — OTBETHJ I'pad co CMYLIEHHOMI
ynbiOKoit. — [IpocTuTe MEHS BEJIMKOIYIIIHO 3a CTOJIb OTKPO-
BEHHOE pasIsiAbIBAHME, HO Ballla KpacoTa He TOJIbKO JIMIINIA
MEHSI lapa peuu, HO U cliyxa.

HeByllIka CKeNITUYECKM YCMEXHylIach M o0OBeja ero Ha-
CMEIILTMBBIM B3TJISIZIOM.

— He rosopute raymnocteit, cyaapb, TO, YTO Mbl BUIMM
rj1azaMu, He CIOCOOHO IMoMellaTh HaM CJbIIAaTh, TOBOPUTh
WM 0CSI3aTh YTO-Tn00. — OHa HEepBHO ydapujia HeOOJBIION
KOXaHOM TUIETKOM T10 JTAMOHM, C OUEBUIHBIM CMSITECHUEM BO
B30pe MOCMOTpEJIa Ha OKHA BTOPOT'o 3Taxa, MOTOM OIJISIHYJIach
Ha KoHwoIIHI. He3HakoMKa SIBHO BOJHOBaJIaCh, a HOBBIU ee
BOIIPOC MOBEPT Ipad)a B COCTOSTHHE JIETKOM TTAaHWUKH.

— Ckaxuwure, BbI cinydaiitHo He rpag Cepreit PatmaHoB? —
OHna nepeuwia Ha I1Iernor. — MHe HEoOXOoAMMO 3TO 3HATh.
ITpocTuTe 3a 1epP30CTh, HO 51 BUXKY, UTO Bbl IpUEXaTU U3aase-
Ka, a B Hallleil okpyre 51 Bcex 3Hato. I'pad AoKeH ceromHs no-
SIBUTBCST, 1 MHE HaJlO0 CPOYHO C HUM TIOTOBOPUTH. TaK CKaXXnTe
ke, He MOJTYUTE, KaK MeHb! — OHa THeBHO BCTPSIXHYJIA TOJI0-
BOI, OTYEro KaIlIOIIOH HAaKWUIKU CJIETE] C €€ TOJIOBBI, SIBUB
CBETY TIIATEJIFHO YJIOKEHHBIE B MOJHYIO IMPUYECKY BEJIUKO-
JIEITHbIE TEMHO-KAIlITAaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI.

XO0JOIHBIA BETEP, BEPOSITHO, MMPOHUK MO JIETKYI0 HAKMI-
Ky, OTYEro AEBYIlKa, MOEXUBIIUCH, 3allaxHyJja ee IJIOTHEE.
T'ocmogm, oHa onaTh cMoTpeJia Ha Hero! Mbiciu rpada OKOH-
YyaTeJbHO pa30eXalnch B pasHble CTOPOHBL. O 4eM OHa ero

10



HEBECTA 10 HACJIEACTBY

Bce-Taku cripocmna? Kak ero 3o8yr? Ho oH, uepT modepu, co-
BCEM 3alaMsITOBajl U CBOE UMS, M IPUUMHY, TI0 KOTOPOil OKa-
3aJICsl B 3TOM TJYILIM, BOAJIU OT XOPOIIMX AOPOT U MPOYUX Oyar
HuBUIM3auuu... [loaTomy, Koraga oH BHOBb 3arOBOPUII, TO TO-
nbITancs u3dexaTb OTBETa Ha ee BOIPOC:

— ITo3BoabTE IPOBOAUTH BAC B TOCTUHUILY, TAM HAMHOTO
Teriee.

Cepreil y4TUBO TTOCTOPOHUJICS, TIPOMYyCKasl AEBYLIKY BIe-
pena. MrHoBeHMe OHa KoJjiebaach, HO 3aTEM PELIMTEIbHO 1iar-
HyJia 4yepe3 MOpor B OTKPBITYIO UM ABEPb U ObICTPO Mpolilia 1o
KOPHUAOPY B TPAKTHP.

Kto xe aTa npekpacHast HeaHaKoMKa? Bo3MoKHO 11 BCTpe-
TUTHb OOTMHIO B 3TO# OOroM 3a0BITOM TMyTapakaHu? A eciiv 3TO
J1000Bb U TIpoBUAEHNE BNIPSIMb M03a00TUIOCH O €€ CBOEBpE-
MEHHOM TOsIBJIeHUU?

JeBy1ika TeM BpeMeHeM CKUHYJIa HAKUIKY U ITOBECcua ee
Ha cru0 MpaBoii pyKu, a JIeBOM MoIlpaBuiia BOJOCkl. B cympake
MNPUXOXEN OCIACMUTEbHO OJIeCHY OeIblil aTjiac TJaThsl, YChl-
MaHHBINA XeMUYyToM, U rpad Mo4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK MOJTHUEHOC-
HBII yaap cjaoBHO Npobu ero cepate. Cepreit 3amep, Ha 10y
BBICTYIIUJI XOJIOAHBIN 1oT. Cuiibl HebecHble! HakoHell-To oH,
OCTOJIOI 3TaKWi1, JOragaics, KTO CTOUT Iepen HuMm!

M Hukakast 3T0 He OOTMHSI, a ero COOCTBEHHAsl HEBECTa C
MSITHAMU TPSI3U Ha MOI0J1e MOJBEHEUHOIO IIaThs C yAUBIEHU-
€M HaOJro1ana, Kak BITITMBAETCS JIULO CMYTJIOT0 KpacaBuu-
Ka, KOTOPBIMi Ha TepBbIX IMOopax MOKa3ajics €l MOoJHEeUIIuM
unruotoM. YToOBI mMpepBaTh 3TOT HECKOJBKO 3aTSHYBIIUICS
npoliecc U MpUaaTh JUIY He3HAKOMIIA UCXOIHKIE ITapaMeTphl,
AHacTacusl CTporo B3IJISIHYJIAa HAa HEro M OBICTPO IIpolljia B
00eIeHHBI 3aJl.

I'pacd B monHOI pacTepssHHOCTU MpociienoBal 3a ASBYI-
KOI1, TeTieph y>Ke€ OKOHUYATEJILHO He TIOHUMAasl, KaK eMy MOCTY-
nartb B gajpHeimeM. Hago ke ObITh TAKMM OJIyXOM, YTOOBI He
y3HaATh COOCTBEHHYIO HeBecTy! A Beab 0a0yllIKa IMoKa3biBaja ee
Gdororpaduio, a OIUH U3 €ro Apy3ei, OKa3aBLIMIACSA KaK-TO B
MockBe 1Ba roja Ha3aj Ha OAHOM U3 0aJioOB, T1¢ B MEPBbIN U
nocjaeaHui pa3 mossBuIach AHactacusi MepKylieBa, ornucal ee
noBojbHO TouHO. Ho Cepreil Torga npenmnosaraji, 4To IpyT
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MIpeyBeJINYNBACT €€ KpacoTy, HaObl YCITIOKOWTBL €ro: KaKoit
MYXUYMHA He OITacaeTcs, YTO ero HapeyeHHasl OKaxXeTcs ypo-
nuHoit? Jla u otorpadust, Ha KOTOPOIl OHA BBITJIsIAENa BEChMa
XOPOIIIEHBKOI, BITOJTHE MOTJIa OKa3aThCs IEJIOM PYK JIOBKOTO
peTylepa.

Ho, oka3sbiBaeTcs, ero npusTesib aOCOTIOTHO TOYHO OMUCAT
MOPTPET AeBYIIKU, a (poTorpadust He BOCIIPOM3BOAWIIA U AECS -
TOM JOJIA peAKOi KPacoThl, OYapPOBAHUS W TOTO CUSHUS MOJIO-
JIIOCTH W YMICTOTHI, KOTOPBIMU JTYIMIIOCH JIUIIO OyIyIeil rpadu-
HM PatmanoBoii. Bcero nuinb pa3 oHa omapuia €ro ciaadbiM
nomobueM yIBIOKH, a OH yXKe MeUuTaeT O TOM, KaK IMPWIbLHET B
To1eTye K 3TUM HEXHBIM TybaM...

OnHako!..

I'pad mepeBen Ayx, ¥ BAPYT CJIOBHO IIeJIeHa Claja C €ro
rra3. Het, 310 HecnbixaHHO! BHe3amHas BCHBIIIKA THEBA 3a-
CTaBUJIa €T0 OYHYTHCS OT CIAJTOCTHBIX Tpe3 M TPE3BO OLIEHNUTh
CHUTYaIHIO.

IToxoxe, ero 3mech HU BO YTO HE CTABST, MHAYE KaK MOXHO
OOBSICHUTEH TTOSIBJIEHNE €70 HEBECTHI Ha 3TOM TPSI3HOM ITOCTOS -
JIOM JBOp€ 3a HECKOJIBKO YacCOB JO CBaIbObI B MOJBEHEUHOM
miatbe? IlnaThe Oe3HamEKHO NCIIOPYEHO, a B MUMEHMHM YK€ Ha-
BEpHSIKa O0OHAPYXXUJIM ee ucue3HoBeHue. DTo ckaHaai! Cepreit
TIPEACTaBIII PeaKIInio AHApesT, KOTOPBI BepXxoM yexall B «Buiir-
HEBOE», YTOOBI MPEAYIPEIUTH O HETTPEABUACHHOM 3aepKKeE, 1
YyTh HE CXBATWJICS 3a TOJIOBY. THxas sipoCcTh pocjia B HeM, KakK
CTOJIOMK TepMOMETpA, TPUOIMKASCH K TOUKE KUTIEHUS, X OH C
TPYIOM CAEepXKaJICsI, YTOOBI He B30pBATHCS, KaK IMEepPENOIHEH-
HbI napoBoii kotea. UTto cebe Mo3BOJSIET 3Ta OHas ocoba!l
Hey:xenu oHa u ee MaTh TyMaloT, YTO OH C BOCTOPTOM IIPUMET
B CBOM OOBSITUS HEBECTY, KOTOpas McYe3aeT U3 JoMa 3a He-
CKOJIBKO YacOB JI0 BEeHYaHUS ¥, HUYYTh He 3a00TSICh O MOABE-
HEYHOM I1JIaThe, Ha BCEM CKaKy MpeomojieBaeT JIyXu? A ux Ha
ee TIyTH, €CJTA CYIHUTh 10 TPSI3HBIM pa3BoIaM Ha IoJoJIe, ObIIO
HWKaK He MEHBIIIE COTHM. ..

Ho 4ro 3acTaBmiIo ee Tak CITEITHO OTIPaBUTHCS B HEOIM3KMIA
nyTh? U yke HOoBas moraaka IpOH3MJIA €ro CepIlle, a CTOJIOUK
TepMOMETpPa CTPEMUTEIHHO CKOJB3HYJI BHU3, M HECTEPITUMBII
XOJIOJ MIPOHMK B AyIIy Tpada. A 9TO, €CIM 3Ta pellInTeIbHast
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JieBU1Ia 3aTesia mober ¢ JI000BHUKOM, KOTOPbI T0XUIaeTCs
ee Tenepb rae-Huoyab rnooausoctu? He 3ps xe oHa To U ne1o
npoberaya B3MJISIAOM O OKHaM BToporo 3Taxa? Her, He moxo-
Ke! 3aueM OblI €il B TAKOM Cllyyae MCcKaTb BCTPEUM C XKEHUXOM?
He npoiiie 11 UCYe3HYTh MO ITYMOK, OCTaBUB €T0 B TOJTHBIX
nypakax? He-er, ciuilikoM MHoroe ObLIO TOCTaBJIEHO Ha
KapTy CO CTOPOHBI ABYX CEMENCTB, U OHA, KaK eMMHCTBEHHAas
HacJeaHUIIA, JOJKHA MTOHMMATbh, Yero JUIINUTCS, eCIM OTKa-
JKETCsI BBIATH 32 HEro 3aMyK. A eCjii Bce-TaKu OH olnbaercs?

Toneko Teneph eMy MPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO IEBYIIKE, BITOJTHE
BO3MOXHO, TOXE HE MO0 AyIle TOJIOKeHNE, B KOTOPOM OHa OKa-
3aj1ach 110 BUHE BDKMBIINX U3 YMa CTAPUKOB, U OHA COBCEM He
TOPUT XeJaHUeM MIATU ¢ HUM nof BeHell. [lo kpaiiHeil Mepe
YK€ C MEePBBIX MUHYT 3HAKOMCTBA OH ITOHSUI, YTO 3Ta IOoHas
ocoba, HECMOTPS Ha aHTEJbCKYIO0 BHEIITHOCTh, BeChMa PeIli-
TeJbHA, MPSIMOJIMHEeHA U HEe CKPbIBAETCS MO MacKoi (hasib-
IIWBOW CKPOMHOCTHU. B npyroii cutyanimm oH MoTr OBl MOCUM-
TaTh 3TO HECOMHEHHBIM JIOCTOMHCTBOM, OyIb OHA COBEPIIIEHHO
NOCTOPOHHE! XEHIUHOM, HO C MO3ULIMK Oyayllero
cynpyra nofaoOHbIN packjaj Bellei eMy COBCEM HE HpaBUJICS.
Heyxenu meByIIka HaCTOJBKO CBOGHpaBHA M KaIlph3HA, YTO
JIMYHbIE MHTEPECHI 3aCJOHMIM BCE TIPEUMYILECTBA 3TOM cAeI-
KM, U HE HaMepeHa JIM OHa BeCcTU cebs MoIoOHBIM 00pa3oM
nocie cBaabobl? HeyxTo oHa coOoupaeTcs MOCTOSIHHO BMEIN-
BaThCS B €T0 XKM3HB, B €T0 Aea U pa3BiedeHus? Her, aToro on
Hukoraa He nonyctuT! CIUILIKOM A0OpOro OH 3aruiaTUi 3a Ha-
CJIEICTBO, YTOObI OTKa3aTh cebe B MaJIEHbKUX PaJOCTIX Ha He-
KOTOPOM yIaJIeHUX OT CEMEWHOro ovara.

I'pad ¢ nocanoii mepenepHy miedamu. Pa3pe mo3BoJUT OH
CBOE1 HEBECTE B 3aJIIITAHHOM IPsI3bIO IUIAThE MPEACTaTh Mepes
MHOTOYMCIICHHBIMU TOCTSIMHU, KOTOPBIE YXKe ILENyI0 HEeAeNro
CBHE3KAIOTCS Ha 3Ty CEHCALIMOHHYIO CBaab0y, O KOTOPOI T'yaUT,
3aBUCTJIMBO LIUIHUT U €XUIHO YXMbBLISIETCS 00MOHI 006€uX CTO-
Jquu. HoBocTh 0 6acCHOCIIOBHOM Hac/eACTBE TepllOrMHA AHHbI
Tundopn obnerena, Moxoxe, BeCh 36eMHO 11ap 1, BOCIIPOU3-
BeleHHAsl Ha CTpaHMIIaX Ta3eT, HeCKa3aHHO YIMBUJIA CTapylo
rpacuHio ParmanoBy, 6a0yiuky AHapes u Cepresi. CBeTckue
CIUIETHUKHW Pa3dyidv COCTOSHUE €€ HeTaBHO CKOHYAaBIIeics
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CeCTpbl 10 HeObIBAJIbIX Pa3MepPOB, U TeNEPb OHO BbIpaxkajloch B
nudpe co MHOTMMU HYJISIMU. A He U3BECTHOE 10Cesie HUKOMY
uMs AHacTacuu MepKylleBoi, HeXXIaHHON HEeBECTbl OJHOTO
U3 caMbIX OoraThiX XeHUXoB Poccuu, ctano HapulaTeJdbHbIM,
03HAYaloIlIMM rOJIOBOKPYKUTEIBbHYIO yaauy...

IToka rpad nbiTajicsi TPUBECTU B MOPSAOK CBOM UyBCTBA U
MBICJIY, €TO HEBeCTa Mpollljia B 3aJ1 U PelIUTEbHO OTAEepHYIa B
CTOPOHY CUHMH MOJIOTHSHbBIMA 3aHAaBEC, 32 KOTOPBIM 0Ka3aJ10Ch
HEUTO BpPOJie OTAEIHLHOI0 Kab1HeTa, OYEeBUIHO, JIJIs Haubojee
TMOYUTAEMBIX MTOCETUTENEN. JleByllIKa, HE OMISTHYBIIUCH, MOJI-
Ya 11arHyJia BOBHYTPb W CeJia 32 KBaJAPaTHBIN CTOJI, TOKPBITHIA
HEOXUIAHHO YUCTOM TbHSIHOM cKaTepThlo. I'pad mocnenonan
3a Heil. B To >)xe MrHOBeHHUE K HUM IMOJACKOYMI MOJOBOM, HO
AHacTacusl JUIlb MoBeia OpOBbIO, W TMapeHb MOMEHTAJIbHO
ncyes.

eByllika noaHsI1a r;j1a3a Ha MOJIOAO0TO YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPOTo
JIO CEI MOPbl HUKOTAA HE BUAENA, HO 110 HETTOHATHOU NpUYKnHe
oOpaTuiia Ha HErO CBO€ BHUMAaHMWE U AK€ MPOHUKJIIACh HEKO-
TOpbIM foBepueM. OHa enBa 3aMeTHO B3aoxHYJa. [Touemy-To
€l COBCEM HE€ XOTEJIOCh, UYTOOBI 3TOT MPUBJIEKATEIbHBINA MYXK-
YMHA 0Ka3aJiCsl TeM CaMbIM HEHAaBUCTHBIM €l XKeHUXOM, C KO-
TOPbIM OHA PEIINJIaCh BCTPETUTHCSI HA HEUTPaTbHON TEpPUTO-
puu nepen cBaabOoil, YTOOLI yOEAUTh €ro B HEAOMYCTUMOCTHU
NPETBOPEHMUS B XM3Hb TOU NUKOUN 3aTE€U, KOTOPYIO 3aayMajlu
ee 1ea u ero 6adxa...

OHa BHOBbB ITOCMOTpeJia rpacdy B I1a3a U BecbMa Halopuc-
TO CIIpOCHUJIa:

— Tak BbI rpa PatmMaHOB uiu s 3a01yX1at0Ch?

I'pad BCTpsIXHYN TOJIOBOM, M30aBISISICh OT HAaBAXKICHUS.
OnuH BUJ ee 0OHAXKEHHBIX TJIeY M HECKOJIbKO HU3KOE IJIsT He-
BMHHOM HEBECTHI IEKOJIBTE B3BOJTHOBAJIN €TO HACTOJIBKO, YTO
OH TIOUTH OLLYTWJI, KaK €ro MaJiblibl KACAIOTCSl HEXKHOW KOXU,
CKOJIB3SIT OT 1lIeX K TPYyAU U OMYCKAIOTCSI B MaJIeHbKYIO JIOXK-
OMHKY, 3aMaCKMPOBAaHHYI0 OYKETMKOM HMCKYCCTBEHHBIX IO/~
CHEXXHUKOB.

— Brixonur, g He ommbiIack, — CO B3JOXOM OOJIETYEHUS
nporoBopuia aeByiika. — Bel He rpad ParmaHOB.

I'pacd HeckazanHO yauBuMicS nogooHOM paze. OUeBUIHO,
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OHa TpUHsIa ero JABMXXEeHUE roloBoi 3a orpuliaHue. OH Ha-
OpaJy Bo3myxa B JIETKME, YTOOBI BHICKA3aTh CBOE HEITYyTEeBOIt
HEBECTe BCE, YTO OH AYyMAaeT MO MOBOJY €€ COBEPILIEHHO 0e3-
paccyaHoro rnoctyrnka. Ho cioBa 3acTpsiin y Hero B ropiie, Tak
YTO €My HAYETro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK pa3pa3uThCsl OLNTYIIUTEb-
HBIM KallUIeM B OTBET Ha ee CJIeAyIoLIil BOIIPOC:

— A BBI CJIyyaifHO He ero apyr — rocrnoauH barpsiHiies?

— Ha! — osicTpo oTBeTna Cepreil M onsaTh 3aKallJIsIjcs.
Toncrelit 1 nenuBblil Magmeit oTaeKUBaAJICS ceiiuac B MOCTEIN
B KOMHaTe Ha BTOPOM 3TaXKe MOCJIe YTOMUTEIbHOTO MyTelIeCT-
BUSI, B KOTOpOE caM Xe U BTSHya rpada. Ero ToHkasi mostu-
yecKasi HaTypa He BblIepsKaja TSITOT CTPaHCTBUIA IO MPOCeIod-
HbIM Aoporam. 30J10Tble HUBbI, KOTOPbIE OH TaK TPOTaTeJibHO U
JIMPUYHO OIMCHIBAJ MEpea OThe3A0M, ObLIU CEPbl U YHBLIBI,
OPUOUTHI K 3eMJIe JOXIEeM 1 BeTpoM. BMecTo neHus )kaBOpOH-
Ka 1X BCIO IOPOT'Y COMPOBOXAAIO0 HaICaJHOE KapKaHbe BOPOH,
Jlaii IepeBeHCKUX co0aK Ja KpUKU U pyraHb AIIKH, KOTOPHIN
HECKOJIbKO pa3 cjeTaa ¢ o0Jyyka OT TPSICKU MO OTeYeCTBEH-
HbIM KOYKaM 1 KosmobuHaM. Kyudep Beceno xoxoran, AHapei
ycMmexancs, a @anaeit, Tyno yCTaBUBIINCH B OKHO TOJIYCOH-
HBIM ¥ OTTOTO TYMaHHBIM B30POM, TIBITAJICSI HACTpouTh Ceprest
Ha ouepeiHOe COo3epliaHue KpacoT MPUPOAbI, HO TYT XK€ 3aChl-
Mmaj ¥ HauyMHaJ OIIYIIMTEIbHO XpalleTh, Melllas OpaThsiaM He
TOJBKO COCPEIOTOUNTHCS Ha COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISIX, HO M 00-
CYIUTh KO€-KaK1e HaAaKOIMUBIIMECs 32 BpeMs MOe31KU BOIPO-
CHI.

AHJIpeil y>Xe HEeOMHOKPAaTHO KOpMJI OpaTa 3a CTOJIb OIpo-
METUYMBOE pEllIeHUE OTIMPABUTLCS B MMeHNEe MepKyleBbIX B
Kapete, ropaszio npoiie 0b10 goexatb 10 HuxkHero HoBropo-
Ja Moe310M, a TaM HaHSITh JOPOXHBINM 3KUMNaX. DTOT BapUaHT
Ha LeJbIX TPU JHS coKpalllaja myTteiiectBue, Ho Cepreii Bce
paccuMTal Tak, YToObl YBUIETh CBOIO HEBECTY HEITOCPEACTBEH-
HO Tiepel TeM, KaK OTIpaBUTLCS B LIePKOBb. UTOObI He My-
YUTBLCS AOJITO, KaK 00bSICHUI, IITyOOKOMBICIEHHO HAMOPILIMB
npu 3ToM 106, Dangeii. ..

— [Ha! — Teneps yxke 6ojee pelInTebHO Mpor3Hec rpad.

Hy BoT, Kakoit 4yepT 3aHec ero BAPYT Ha 3T rajiepbl? Y KTo
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€ro TSIHYJI 3a sI3bIK BblAaBaTh ce0sl 3a TOJICTOTO yBaJibHS, KOTO-
poro u B Mockae, u B [lerepOypre kaxxaasi cobaka 3Haer.

— S ®anneit barpsanues, apyr rpaga Parmanosa. — OH
cJierka HaCMELJTUBBIM B3IJISIAOM OTJIsIIE HEM3BECTHO MTOYEMY
3apAeBLIYIOCS HEBECTY U MBICJICHHO MEPEKPECTUICS: HY Te-
nepb KyJaa KprBasi BbIBe3eT! MOCTBI COXKEeHbI, HO, BO3MOXHO,
MOJIYYUTCS y3HATh, UTO MPHUBEJIO €T0 HeIloApaXkaeMylo Kpaca-
BUILY HEBECTY B OTOT I'PSI3HBIN KabaK Ha MEPBOM 3Taxe J0XKUB-
1LIETO OO APSIXJIOTO BO3pacTa MOCTOSJIOr0 JBOPA.

[JIABA 2

I'pac PatMaHOB cMOTpeJ1, Kak TOHKME TMajiblibl €0 HEBEC-
Thl MIepeOUPAIOT Kpall HAKUAKH, BBILIMTON 3€J€HBIM IIEJIKOM
0ojiee TeMHoro 1BeTta. HeGoblliass MOpIIMHKA MEXAY ACBU-
YbUX OpOBEN roBopuiia 0O TOM, UTO OHA Cepbe3HO 03aboueHa.
Cepreii OKMHYJ B3[JISIAOM €€ XPYNKYI0 (PUTYPKY, U CEpALIE ero
HEOXUIAHHO CXajloch. BrepBble B XKM3HU €My 3aXOTeJOCh
B34Tb KEHIIMHY Ha PYKH, CXKaTb B CBOMX OOBATHUAX U 3alllU-
TUTb OT T€X OTOPUYEHMIT U HEB3roj, KOTOPBIC BAPYT OOPYILIU-
JIUCh Ha ee XyJIeHbKUE IJICUH.

JeBylika mpojoJiKajaa Moia4yaTh. B3risag ee, HeCKOJIbKO
paccesiHHBIM, CKOJb3UJI TO IO 3aTONTAHHOMY JIEPEBSIHHOMY
noJjy, To no canoram Cepresi, 0T4ero OH Iocrapajics CupsTaTb
HOTHY IOJ CTOJI. 3aTeM AHacTacus MalllMHaJbHO TPUHSIACH
HaMaTbhIBaTh Ha MaJiell 1IeJKOBYIO HUTKY, HUCKOJIBKO He 3a00-
TSICb O TOM, YTO T€M CaMbIM YHUUTOXaeT KpaCUBbII1 OpHAMEHT,
yKpalllaBlIUi ee HaKuaKy. I'pad xoTen mpeaynpeauTs ee oo
3TOM, HO €ro HeBecTa B IMOCJIEeIHMI pa3 OCTAHOBWJIACH B30POM
Ha YepHO-0eJIoi KOollIKe, BOJbIOTHO pa3BaIMBIIENCSI HA MO0~
KOHHMKE HU3KOTO OKHA CpPeIM TIbIIIHBIX 3apocieil repaHu 1
(bykcuu, v moaHsIa rj1a3a Ha CBOEro HOBOTO 3HaKOMoro. Mop-
LIIMHKA MeXIy OpoBeil pasriiaauiaach, U OHa IPOM3Heca CTPo-
TO M PELINTENIHbHO:

— 4 npoiy Bac, rocnoauH barpsiHiieB, yaeJauTb MHE He-
CKOJIbKO MUHYT. Sl yuTajia HEKOTOpble Ballld CTUXU, 3-3... —
Omna cyierka 3aMsiIach, a rpad ycMexHyscs rmpo ceds. Heykenn
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OHa NbITaeTCs MoJ00paTh CJI0Ba, YTOObI BBIPA3UTH CBOE BOCXU-
IIeHWe TOW TanMaThelf, KoTopas Ha3bIBajach «ctuxu Pammest
BarpsiniieBa». ITapouky ero nepJjios o po3ax, JilOOBY U CJAE3/IU-
BbIX TOMJICHUSIX POMaHTUYECKOM Ay OH MPOYMTAJ BIIEPBbIE
JIET ceMb Hazaj, 1 C TeX MOp €ro HUKTO He 3aCTaBWJI Obl YMTATh
MOMOOHBIE «PO30BbIE CIIOHU», KaK UX BeCbMa CIpaBeIIUBO
HazbiBaJl AHApeil. Ho neByliika, moxoxe, peliujia He KacaTbCs
CTOJIb 1LLETEeTUIbHON TeMbl U HE KypUTh (pUMHUAM YeJIOBEKY,
KOTOpOI'O OHA BIIEPBBIE B XKU3HU BUIUT.

— T'ocnoauH barpsiHlieB, — OHa OCTaBWJIa B TOKOE HAKUKY,
HO 3aTO BbITAIlMJIA U3 €€ KapMaHa TOHKWI KPY>KE€BHOM TIaTo-
yeK U MPUHSIAaCh TUCKATh €ro B JIAOHSIX, — s HacJbllllaHa O
Balllel TOPSIIOYHOCTU U IXKEHTJIbBMEHCKOM OTHOUIEHUM K J1a-
maM. (I'pad enBa yaepxayucsi, YTOObI HE XMBIKHYTb 110 3TOMY
noBojy.) Bel uesoBek 31paBoro yma, v MHe OyeT LIEHHO Balle
MHeHue. Sl okazanach B KpaliHe 3aTpyIHUTEJ]bHOM, €CJIM He
cKa3aThb B OTYATHHOM, ITOJIOXXEHWM, U MHE HY>XXEH Balll COBET.

— A BBI YBepEHbI, UTO MOXETe JOBEPUTHCS MHE, Beb, 1O
CYTH Jiej1a, Mbl C BAMU COBEPILEHHO HE3HAKOMbI? — CIIPOCUJI
rpacg CTpOro M ¢ SBHbIM HAaMEKOM Ha TO, YTO 3TOr0 Kak pa3 u
He clieayeT AenaTh.

Ho neByiika, KaxeTcsi, BOBCE He oOpaTujia BHUMaHUs Ha
TOH, C KaKMM ObLJIM MPOU3HECEHBI 3TU ciioBa. OHa OMSITh IS~
HyJla Ha OKHO, Ha KOTOPOM BCE Ta K€ KOIlIKa yCepJHO HaMbIBa-
JIa TOCTEMN, U, 3aKYCUB HMXXKHIOIO MOJIHYIO TYOKY, OTBETHJIA:

— S ceituyac B O€3BBIXOJHOI CUTYaALlMU, U PSIAOM CO MHOM
HE 0Ka3aJoCh YEJIOBEKa, Y KOTOPOro g Morja Obl TOMPOCUTH
COBETa M YOeAUThCS B MPAaBWILHOCTU MOMX HamepeHuit. Ho Bbl
MPOU3BOJUTE BIlEUATIEHUE YeJIOBEKA OTKPBITOrO U 100OpOXKe-
JlaTeJIbHOTO, UYTO Y€ caMo I10 cebe pacroJiaraeT K J0BepUIO.
S1 paccumMThIBalO Ha Ballly MOPSAOYHOCTh U HaJleloCh, UTO BCeE,
0 YeM MBI C BaMU OyJIeM TOBOPUTb, HE PaCIIPOCTPAHUTCS JaJlb-
1lIe 3TUX CT€H. — AHacTacusl B3JIOXHYJa U BIPYT, MEepPeKpec-
TMBIIWCH, MpoulenTtana: — l'ocroau, 4To Xe 51 BCe-Taku Jie-
naro? — JleByllIKa MPOTSHYJIa PYKy M IMOJIOXWIA €€ MOBepX
MYXCKOM JlaioHn. — I He 3aepKy Bac CIMIIKOM JIOJIr0, BCKOpe
Cl0JIa IOCTaBSIT MOM BEllY, a IO 3TOIO BpeMeHU 51 JOJIKHA OKOH -
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YaTeJbHO peIINTh, YTO MHE [ejaTh majipliie. MHe HYyXHO
3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO $I MpaBa, MoCTynas Nog00HbIM 00pa3oM.

«Benm? Kakwue emre Bemm?» — yamBuiics npo ceodst rpad,
HO TYT €ro MBICJIM TePEeKII0YMINCH Ha TO, KaK He TOMYCTUTb,
9TOOHI AeBYyIIKa yopasa cBoio pyKy. M Cepreii mocnenimi Ha-
KPBITh €€ CBOEi BTOPOI1 1alOHbIO, TTOJTHOCTHIO OTAABIIKMCH HE-
OOBITHOMY OIIYILICHUIO, BOOpaBIIeMy B cebsd M HEXXKHOCTb, U
YMUJIEHUE, U BOCXMIIEHHUE, U pagocThb. [TogodHOe 4yBCTBO OH
WCITBITBIBAJI BIIEPBBIE M ITO3TOMY TaK M HE CMOT ITOg0o0paTh
TOYHOTIO OIpeaesIeHUs] TOMY COCTOSIHUIO, KOTOpOe OOBIYHO Ha-
3bIBAIOT IIEHIYBUM BOCTOProM. Terio ee majablieB PacTOIMIIO
JIe0K, CKOBaBIIMIA €ro AyIly IMPU MBICJIH, YTO €ro HeBecTa 3a-
MBICJIMJIAa HEUTO TaKOE, YTO CIIOCOOHO MPUBECTU K CAMBIM He-
npeackaszyeMbIM nocieacTsusM. Ho passe Mor oH mpoTUBUTH-
cs1 ee mpocbOe? [ToaToMy OH UL ClierKa cXaJjl ee pyKy, Mpu-
[1alast IPoJOJIKUTh Pa3roBop. JleByllka yablOHyJach B OTBET
TaK OTKPBITO U JOBEPYMBO, YTO ceplle rpada OKOHYATETbHO
pacTasuio, a THeB M HeTOJAOBaHME, BEI3BAHHBIC €€ cyMacOpoa-
HBIM TTOBEIIEHNUEM, YCTYITHIIM MECTO JIFOOOTIBLITCTBY M KEJIAHUTO
y3HaTh, B Ye€M K€ COCTOUT €€ OTYAAHHOE MOJOXEHUE.

Hy uto X, kakoBa Obl HU OblJa €€ BUHA, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OHa He CMepTeJibHa, U OH He3aMeIJUTEIbHO IIPOCTUT €€, KaK
TOJIbKO OHA PACCKaXeT O CBOMX 3aTPYyIHEHMSIX, U, HECCOMHEH-
HO, OTKPOET € MpaBy, KTO OH Ha CaMOM Jiesie. A ToKa ClIeayeT
BBICJIYIIIATh BCE, UYTO €ro HeBecTa COOMpaeTcs MoBeaaTh MUIO-
My, 6e3BpeTHOMY, OECXUTPOCTHOMY U YyBCTBUTETbHOMY Daj-
neto barpsiHiieBy.

— 4 x BammMm yciiyram, AHacracusl.

— Ho otkyna Bbl 3Haete, KTo 1? — JleByllKa BblAepHYJa
CBOIO PYKY M3 €ro JaJloHel 1 BCKoumniIa Ha Horu. — A, KaxeTrcs,
HE Ha3blBajla CBOEro UMEHU?

— He nonaraere xe Bbl, YTO 006 3TOM TPYAHO AOTaaaTbCs?
Bpsa n1u oThleTcs elle ogHa CTOJIb OOBOPOXUTEIbHAS Je-
BYLIKa B MOJBEHEYHOM ILJIaThe, KOTOpasi MHTepecoBaaach Obl
rpapoM PaTmMaHOBBIM, He OyAy4Yu €ro HeBECTOIA.

— Ha, na, BbI IIpaBbl, — B3I0XHYJIa IEBYIIKA X BHOBb OITyC-
TUJIACh Ha CTYJI. — BBIXOAUT, BBI cpa3dy Xe 3HAJIM, KTO s?

18



HEBECTA 10 HACJIEACTBY

I'pad enBa 3aMeTHO yCMEXHYJICS M, PYKOBOACTBYSICh He-
IJJACHOM MHCTPYKLIMEH 3aB34ThIX CEPALIECIOB, OTBETHUII:

— 4 BoIT/IsIAEN Obl OTKPOBEHHBIM IIYILIOM B BalllMX IJja-
3ax, ecsiu Obl ToTyac He noragaics od atom. I'padp PatmaHOB
TOBOPWJI MHE, CKOJIb TPEKPACHA €TO HEBECTA U CKOJIb pa3yM-
Ha, — OH MOIMBITAJC T'OJOCOM MOAYEPKHYTh MOCJIEAHEE CIIO-
BO, HO JIeBYIIKA OISITh HE 00paTHJia Ha 3TO HUKAKOTo BHUMAa-
Husl. B3rsna ee BAPYr U3BMEHWIICS, U OHA TTOJ03PUTEIBHO T10-
CMOTpeJia Ha BBICOKOTO KPacUBOTO MYXXUYMHY, Hapy>KHOCTb
KOTOPOTO HMKAaK He Bsi3ajach C €€ MPEACTABICHUEM O BHEIII-
HeM 00J1Ke MoaToB. I'1e 3Ta 30J0THCTass KUNEHb Kyapei, rae
0JIETHOCTD 1LE€K U TOMHBIN B3rJIs11?

Cuasiuii HalmpOTUB Hee MOJIOAOI YeT0BEK ObLT KPENKUM,
LIMPOKOIJIEYMM, XOPOILIO 3arOpPeBIIMM, a €ro aKKypaTHO MOJI-
CTPUKEHHBIE O MOCEIHEN MOMIE TEMHO-PYCBIE BOJIOCHI CO-
BCEeM He HallOMUHAaJIM BOPOHbE THE3/I0 Ha TOJIOBaX €€ MapuxK-
CKUX TIpUsITe/ieil, MHUBILIUX Ce0sl TUTepaTypHBIMUA T€HUSIMU.
Heyxenn 3TOT yesoBeK aBTOP MAMOTCKMX CTUXOB, KOTOpbIE
OHa BbICMEsiIa HAKaHYHE B KpYyTy MOAPYT MaTepH, 3aKaTbIBalO-
IIMX [J1a3a OT MPEABKYLIEHUS BCTPEYU C HETMOJAPaKaeMbIM
®anneem barpsHieBbiM. M X0TsI ee HOBBII 3HAKOMBII COBCEM
He BIIMCHIBAJICS B 00pa3 U3MOKAEHHOIO POMAaHTUYECKUMU OpeI-
HSMM WU MOJIEPHUCTCKUMU U3bICKAMU MOJIOJOIO 1103Ta, OHA
yXe caefiajia TepBbli 1Iar, Tenepb NPeacTosIO cliejiaTh BTO-
poii... Ho npexne cienoBano NOCTaBUTh HA MECTO 3TOIO CaMO-
yBepeHHoro Opdesi, ¢ HeoObIYaHO IPKUMU TOJYOBIMU TJ1a3a-
MM, CMOTPEBIUMMHU HA HEE C HEKOTOPOU HOJIel HaXaJlbCTBa U
SI3BUTEJIbHOCTH.

— Pagu OGora, rocnoauH barpsHueB, ocTaBbTe BallM
aMypsbl! Sl Bac HACKBO3b BUXXY, U 5 HE U3 TeX CJIE3UBBIX OAphI-
1lIeHb, KOTOPbIM Bbl MOCBSIIAETE CBOU CTUXU. — JleBylliKa ¢
BbI30BOM TMOCMOTpEa Ha coOecelHUKa W MpojaoKaia, He-
CKOJIbKO YMEHBIIIMB MOPIIMIO Si1a B CBOMX clloBax: — S Hyxna-
IOCb B MPAKTUYECKOM COBETE, U MHE HEKOINa aMypHUYaTh,
KOTJa BOT-BOT IOSIBUTCS MOM XXEHHUX. A s BOBCE HE TOPIO XKe-
JIJAHWUEM BUJETD €0 U O0BSICHATDH, TOYEMY 51 OKa3aJach 3[€Ch.

Tenepp HacTana ouepelb rpada BCKOUUTh CO CBOETO Me-
cTa.
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— Ho Bcero HecKoJIbKO MUHYT Ha3ajl Bbl XOTEJU MOroBO-
PUTb C HUM? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— BDTOoro BpeMeHM MHE XBaTWJIO, YTOObI TNepeaymarb, —
JIOBOJILHO TIPSIMOJIMHEMHO oTBeTwiIa AHactacusi. — Hanetocn,
€0 CHUSITEILCTBO MEPEXKUBET COOOIIEHNE, YTO 5 pa3ayMaiia Bbl-
XOJIUTh 3aMyXK. S He Jiollaab, Ha KOTOPYIO JOCTaTOYHO Habpo-
CUTb Y31y M OHA MOCKAYeT B HY>KHOM HarmpapieHuu. [Toatomy
CerofHs s ye3xaio Ha npuucku B Cubups. TaM y MeHS MHOTO
nel, a rpad MycTh ULIET cebe APyrylo HEBECTY, BpeMs y HEro
ele eCcTb, U MOoTepsieT OH MPU 3TOM HEMHOTI'O, BCEro JIMIIb T0-
JIOBUHY TOTO, YTO €My 3aBelllajia repLiOruHsl.

— Ho BBI-TO NM11aeTeck ropas3mo 6omabuiero! Hackonabko s
3Halo, Ball JeAylliKa MOCTaBUJI Oojiee XKeCTKUEe YCIOBUS: Bbl
TOJIHOCTBIO TepsIeTe IpaBa Ha eT0 HACJIENCTBO, €CJIM HE BhIiIe-
Te 3a rpadal

— Y MeH$ 10CTaTOYHO CPENCTB, KOTOPhIE MHE OCTaBWJI MOM
oTell, U, KpOMe TOTO, Y MEHSI €CTh HECKOJIbKO MEPCITeKTUBHBIX
30JI0TBIX Y XXeJIe3HbIX PYAHUKOB, KOTOPhIE, HAJEIOCh, HE NaayT
yMepeTh MHE C TOJIOAY.

— BHI colnu ¢ yma! — mpoiiernTtal noTpsiceHHbIN rpad. —
Sl HMKaK He oXuJaj, YTO HeBecTa MOero Apyra ClocoOHa Ha
nomobHoe Ge3paccyacTBo!

— Bam apyr oThsIBJAEHHBIN MoBeca U 6e3neabHuK! — [e-
BYIIIKa paccMesiach, VIS Ha OLIEJOMJEHHOIOo MOAO0OHBIM
3agBieHueM Cepres, u yxxe 0oJiee cepbe3HO JobaBuia: — MHe
BC€ YILM IPOXKYX KA O €ro JI000BHBIX IT00eaax, 00KCEPCKUX
noeIuHKax U KyHaHMsIX B MOpe ¢ KopaebaneToM MapumHKU.
Ho o yeMm s roBOpIO, BEI, CYs 10 BCEMY, SIB/ISIETECH 00s13aTeIb-
HBIM YYaCTHUKOM 3a0aB 3TOT0 BEJIMKOBO3PACTHOIO JJ0OOTpsICa.

I'pa¢ 6611 cpaxxeH HamoBas. OH He ObUT TOTOB K MOAOOHOMY
MOBOPOTY COOBITUII. AHacTacusl 00e30pyXuiia ero CBOei Kpa-
COTOW U AOBEPUYMBOCTHIO U BAPYT HAHECIIA TAKOW yIap, KOTO-
pbiit ObLT HEe TPOCTO HEOXKMUAAHHBIM, OH ObLT YOUNUCTBEHHDBIM.
Ho teM He MeHee OH cyMeJ B3SThb ce0sl B pyKU M Jaxe yJbl0-
HYTbCSl B OTBET Ha €€ He CJIMILKOM JIECTHOE 3aMeYaHME B €Tro
azapec.

— Jlaxe He 3Hat0, — cKa3ajl OH, — CepAUTHCS JIU MHE WIH,
Hao0o0poT, OGjarogapuTh TeX, KTO ITOoCTapajcs IpeaynpeaInTh
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Bac 00 OITACHOCTSIX, KOTOPhIE MOACTEPETAIOT MOJIOIYIO M He-
OITBITHYIO IE€BYLIKY IIPU BCTpeUe C TAaKUM MPOXKKEHHBIM Mep-
3aBLEM, KaK MOM OpYT.

— BobI muyTuTe MM S mpaBa B CBOUX MPEANOI0XKEHUSIX? —
cnpocuia AaeBylika. — CiayxXyu 0 HeM BeCbMa MPOTUBOPEUUBHI,
KO€-KTO OT3BIBAETCS O HEM KakK O MOPSIOYHOM M YECTHOM 4Ye-
JoBeke. JlocTaTOYHO OJHOTO — OH HE XOueT 3TOoro Opaka, a s
HE MOTY XWTb C MY>XKE€M 1 TIOMHUTH BCIO XXM3Hb O TOM, YTO OH
BBIHY3KJIEH OBLT XKEHUTHCS Ha MHe. Sl HaMepeHa 0TKa3aThCs OT
MMOJOOHOTO CYACThS U XOUy TlepeaaTh BaM IMMCbMO, B KOTOPOM
00BICHA0 rpady NPUUMHY CBOETO HEXEJAHUSI BBIXOAUTH 3a
HETO 3aMyXK.

— Ho Cepreit xouet 3Toro 6paka, s1 caM HEOJHOKPATHO
clblllIajl, KaKk OH TOBOPUJI CBOEMY cTapiieMy Opaty: «f xouy
JKEHUThCSI Ha AHacTacuu MepKylleBoii, 4ero Obl 3TO MHE HU
cToMJIO!», a HEIaBHO OH 3alliesl KO MHe M 00Jiee yaca paccKasbl-
BaJl O Ballleli HeCpaBHEHHOI KpacoTe, yMe, 00pa30BaHHOCTH. ..

JeBylika ObICTPO MOCMOTpESa Ha HETO M TYT K€ OTBeJia
B3IJISII.

— BbI cauiikoM Jierko o6 3ToM roopute, rocnoauH bar-
psSIHLIEB, — cKa3ajla OHA TUX0. — B0oI0Ch, YTO Bbl TOJIBKO YIPO-
YuJI1 MOM Nomo3peHus o rpade PatmaHoBe.

— BbI noyiaraere, 4To s Bac oOMaHbIBao?

— Her, s Hageloch, YTO Bbl MOPSIAOYHBIN YEJIOBEK, HO BhI
CIMILIKOM YBEpPEHHO 00 3TOM CKa3ajliu, He 3aayMbIBasiCb HU
MUHYTHI. Tak roBopsT, KOTJa XOTIT yOeaAuTh YejoBeKa B 00-
pPaTHOM.

— Bo3MmoxHo, BeI ITpaBhl. Ho §1, Kak Oiykaiimii Apyr Ba-
11IeT0 XeHMXa, YYBCTBYIO ce0sl KpaiiHe HEJIOBKO B TOW CUTya-
LM, B KOTOPOM OKa3zaJicsl, OTKJIMKHYBIIUCh Ha Bally IIPO-
ch0y... — OH He YCIIeJI TOTOBOPUTH. JABeph pacnaxHyjach, U B
TPaKTUP BBaIMWJICS 3J0POBEHHBIM MapeHb C BECHYIIYATHIM
JINIIOM W KypHOCBHIM HOCOM. OH pagoCTHO YJILIOHYJICS, 3aBU-
JIeB AHacTacuio.

— Bce roToBo, 0apeiiHs! Benin g npuBe3, Kak 10ToBapu-
BaJINCh! — W OH TOJAJT JIEBYIITKEe HEOOJBIIION CaKBOSDK. — A ToMa
MOCJIe BaIllero OThe3da YTO TBOPUTCH, He TIPUBEIN TOCIIOIb!
Bapuing Besena Bcio ycanb0y 0OBICKATh, TIO BCelt OKpYTe JIaKen
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BepXaMH PHIIILYT, TBITAIOTCS BaCc HANTHU. YIbIHKA PEBOM PEBET,
yTo Bac mnpo3eBana. C TpyIoM yaaaoch MHE YIU3HYTb. — TyT
napeHb 3aMeTUJI Tpacda, OTOLIEAIIETO K OKHY, M, CKOPYMB MHOTO-
3HAYNTEILHYIO TPUMAcCy, TIPOIIETITaT: — A 3TO HEHapOKOM He
Balll JIK >K€HUX, OapbIlIHS?

— Ycnokoiicsl, He OH, — JIeByllIKa 000pBaJia CIUIIKOM JIIO-
oonbeiTHOTO ciyry. — Cracubo Tebe, a ceilyac OoTIpaBiIsiics
JOMOI ¥ CMOTPH, HU CJIOBA, YTO BUIEN MEHS 3/1eCh!

ITapeHb UCTIOJHUI ABUXEHUE, OTAAJICHHO MMOX0Xee Ha I0-
KJIOH, ¥, OGPOCHB ellle OOVH JIFOOOTBITHBIN B3IJISII Ha HE3HAKO-
MOTO OapMHa, CKPBIJICS 3a IBEPHIO.

— Tenepsb g BUXKY, UTO Bbl HACTPOEHBI BeChMa PELIUTEb-
Ho, — Cepreii mogo1ies K AHACTaCHH, B3SIT M3 €€ PYK CaKBOSTK
Y TIOCTAaBUII Ha JIaBKy BO3Jie CTeHbl. — M 3TO Bce BallM Belu?

JeByllika HaXMypuJiach, OTBEpPHYJIAch OT HEro, moaoluia u
ceJsia psIIOM C CaKBOSKEM, HO BAPYT 3aKpblja JIUILO pyKaMu U
THUXO 3alljlaKkaja.

I'pad omytun Heogonumoe XenaHue OOHSTH ee, TOLENO0-
BaTb, ycriokouTb. Ho AHacTacusi HeOXXUAaAHHO paccMesiach U,
MPWIOKWB Ha MTHOBEHME TIJIATOK K TJIa3aM, YJIBIOHYIACh.

— Tonbko He gymaiiTe, UTO 5 IIA4Yy M3-3a Balllero Apyra.
S He M3 TeX TAYITBIX HACeMOK, YTO TOTBKO W MEUTAIOT ITOCKOpee
BBICKOUUTDH 3aMYXK.

JeByliKa MmocTaBuia CaKBOSIK Ha KOJIEHU, OTKPhLIA €ro,
OBICTPO 3arjIsiHyJIa BOBHYTPb M TYT Xe 3axjonHynAa. MoJjya Ha-
KWHYJIa HAKUIKY Ha TUIeYH, IPUKPHUIA KAITFOIIIOHOM CBOM Uy-
JIeCHbIE BOJIOCHI.

Cepreii TeM BpeMeHeM pellajl, CTOUT JIU eMY IPU3HABaThCs
B TOM, KTO OH Ha caMOM JeJie, TaK KaK BC€ YKa3bIBajo Ha To,
YTO €Tr0 HEeBECTa BOT-BOT ITOKWMHET CTEHBI MOCTOSIOTO JABOPA.
A 3TOro oH HU B KOEM CJIy4yae He XoTels JonycTuTh. Ho BMecTe
C TeM OH ellle He y3HaJl, ToYeMy OHa pelllnjiach Ha MOAO0OHbII
MOCTYIIOK, YTO TaKOe CBEPXIPEAOCYIUTEIbHOE YCIBIIIAIa O
HEM, YTO PEIIMIaCh COBEPIINTH MOOET, TTOCTABUB TEM CaMbIM
Mo/ yrpo3y cBoe U ero oyayiiee. B Kakoii-To MOMEHT eMy IpHu-
11JIa B TOJIOBY MBIC/Ib, YTO OH COBCEM He XejlaeT UCKaTh cebe
IPYTYIO HEBECTY, XOTSI AHacTacuss MepKyleBa, HACKOJIbKO OH
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CyMeJl TIOHSITh, BOBCE He Obljla MOJapKOM CYAbObI, KAK OH CMEJ
HaJEAThCS B MEPBbIE MUHYTHI MX 3HAKOMCTBA.

HeBylika JocTaja 3epKajblie U OBICTPO TPOMOKHYJIA
BHOBb HabexaBllue cie3bl. ['pad nmogonBuHyJCS K Hell OJ1Ke,
B351JT U3 €€ PYK TJIaTOueK U OepeXkHO BBITEP CAE3UHKY, TOJIbKO
YTO COPBABIIYIOCH C €€ PECHULL U OCTABUBILYIO BIAXKHBINA CJIE]
Ha IIeKe.

— BbI pacckazajiu MHe, YTO BallluX yllieid JOCTUIIN BeCbMa
HEJIECTHBIE CIIYXUM O ero CUsTeIbCTBe. JyMalo, CIIJIETHUKMU XO-
pOIIO TMOCTapalvCh, YTOOBI YBEIOMUTb BaC O TMOXOXIECHUSX
MOETO Jpyra, UCTUHHBIX U MHUMBIX, OCOOEHHO KOTIJa CTajlo
M3BECTHO O CyMMe€ €ro HacJjieacTtsa. f rnpaB B CBOMX MOI03pe-
HUSIX?

AHacTtacus ri1yooko B3goxHyjda. OueBUIHO, 3TOT Pa3roBOp
el ObuU1 KpaliHe HenpusiTeH. I'pad oTMeTu1, Kak BHE3arHo I10-
OsieIHENHN €€ 1IEKU, HO IEBYIIKAa MY>KECTBEHHO BblIEpXXaJia €ro
WCIIBITYIOLIWIA B3IJISI U OTBETWIA, YyThb-4yTh HAXMYPUB OpOBM:

— Ha, MHe MPUIIJIOCh YCIbIIATh TaKOe, 4To, OyAb Bbl Ha
MOEM MeCTe, FOCIMOAWH barpsHiieB, He3aMeJIUTEbHO 3a1y-
MaJIMch Obl O TOM, HE COBEpILIAETE JIM OLIMOKY, BBIXOMS 3aMyXK
3a nomoOHoro... — OHa 3aMoJyaiia, CJIOBHO HE pellniach Ipo-
M3HECTU CJ0BO, KOTOPOE B MOJHOW Mepe Morjio 66l 0003Ha-
YUTh TOBEIEHUE HEIyTeBOro rpacda, HO MOTOM MPOAO0JIKA-
Ja: — Ero moxoxaeHus1 MpocTo OTBpaTUTeIbHbL. Ho 1 3TO elie
HE BCE: XOJST CJIYXHU, UTO OH... YTO Y HEro 10 CUX IOp... €CThb
noboBHULA. — [leBylka nob6ieaHena eiie ocoablie. — S He
XeJlato, YToObl 000 MHE CyJayuid B CBET€ U OTKPOBEHHO XU-
XMKaJIM 32 CIIMHOM, KOrAa s BBIMAY 3aMyX. S mpekpacHO I10-
HUMal, 4TO B OCHOBE Haulero Opaka OyneTr JjexaTb JUIb
TOJIBIA pacyeT, HO BMECTE C TEM 1 PACCUMTHIBAIO HA yBaXKE€HUE,
KOTOpOE TMPOSIBUT KO MHE MOI Oyayliuii MyX. 3a Te JeHbIH,
KOTOPBIE OH MOJIYYUT Osiaronaps MHe, I HE CMOTY KyIIUTb €TO
JII000Bb, HO 51 HE XXeJlalo ObITh OECCI0BECHOI UTPYILIKON B €r0
pyKax.

«[la yx, — mogymai npo cebs rpad, — Tbl, MUJIOUKA, MMO-
XOXe, W yepTa 3acTaBUllb MOA CBOW0 Aynky msicate!» Ho
BCJIyX CIIPOCUJI, TTOCTAapaBIIUCh BbIPA3UTh IOJIOCOM BECh CBOM
THEB U HEroJloBaHue Mo MOBOY YCbIIIAHHOTO:
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— ¥ rpada ectb ar06oBHUIIA?! HeT HUYero ruycHee crujie-
TEH U CIIyXOB, MWIasl AHacTacusi, U He HallO CJIEIIO BEPUTh UM.

Cepreil Ob1 B HEKOTOpPOU pacTtepssHHOCTA. OcBeaOMJICH-
HBI O COCOOHOCTSAX CBETCKOIO O0lleCTBa OOrIaabIiBaTh 10
KOCTel JIto0y10 XKepTBY, OH J1aXe He MoayMall O TOM, YTO Haki-
JyTCs1 TOOPOXOThI, KOTOPbIE MOCMEIOT COODIIUTh €ro OymyIei
CyTpyre, 4TO €e HapeuyeHHbI OTbsIBAEHHBIN JoHXyaH. Ho KTO
K€ 0Ka3aJICs HACTOJIbKO XECTOKUM, HAaCTOJIbKO HU3KUM YeJIo-
BEKOM, UTOOBI ITI0JO0OHBIM 00pa3oM IoMellnaTh ux ceaaboe? OH
MOT Ha3BaTh AIOKWHY U3BECTHBIX €MY B CBETE YCIYKJIMBBIX HE-
ronsieB. I'pad PaTMaHOB ¢ HemoaneAbHOI TOopeyblo Moaymal,
YTO YMCJIO €ro TallHbIX HeloOpoxesaTeeil BooOlle He IToaaa-
€TCs CUeTYy.

M camoe riaaBHOE, YTO BTO HE MMEJO HUYEro OOLIETO C
JeMCTBUTEIbHOCTHIO. B 3TO ObLIO TPYAHO MOBEPUTDH, HO Y HETO
HHUKOTIa He ObLI0 J000BHUL. KOpoTKHe, HU K 4eMy He 00s1-
3bIBAIOLIIME CBSI3M, POBHO CTOJIbKO, YTOOBI OBITH BCerga B
dbopMe, U HUKaKuUX coaepxkaHOK! MHorue ero npysbsi, He yc-
MeB MOPTHYTh IV1a30M, OKa3aJIUCh B BEChbMa HEMPUIISIIHOM
MOJIOKEHUU. AJTYHbIE KPAaCOTKM CTaBWIM MX Ha rpaHb pa3ope-
HUSI, BBIy>KMBasl IeHbIM, TpeOysl Bce HOBbIE M HOBbIE HAPSIIbI,
yYKpallleHUsI U IparoleHHOCTH.

— 4 cnbiliana, OH CUJIBHO JIIOOUT 3TY XKEHIUIUHY, — IIPO-
1IenTanga AHactacusi, He mogHUMas 1ia3. — ['oBopsT, oHa Kpa-
cuBa U yMHa. — JleBylliKa MomnbITajJach BCTaTh C JJABKU, HO
rpad yaepxain ee.

— He cniemnre, noporast! /laro Bam cioBo, uto rpad Part-
MaHOB €llle HE CKOPO 37eCh MOSIBUTCS, a O 9TOrO s MocTapa-
IOCh Pa3BesITh Ballli COMHEHMS U OTBE3y Bac B UMEHUE.

— Jlomoii g He BepHych! — JleBylliKa yIpsiMo IocMoTpesa
Ha TOro, KOro cumraja IpusTejaeM cBoero xXeHuxa. — 1 cBoux
pellieHUit He MEHSII0, U MHE He HYXEH 3TOT YepTOB KOT B
Mellke o uMmeHu rpacd ParmaHoB!

«Hy, ecnu yX KTO-TO U3 Hac M SBJISETCSI KOTOM B MEIIIKe,
TaK 3TO Thl, royoylKal» — noayman Cepreii, HO BMECTE C TEM
nocTapajcs BbIAABUTh U3 ce0s1 YIBIOKY M KaK MOXHO J00pO-
XeJlaTebHee MOMpPOCHI:

— Panu Gora, He crieluTe, MHA4Ye BbI clleJlaeTe HeTomnpa-
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BUMYIO OLLIMOKY. YeCcTHO roBOpsl, s1 BIIEpBbIE OT BaC yCJbILLIA,
4yTO0 y rpada ecTh JI0OOBHUIIA. ..

— Huxkorna B 3To He ToBepio! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa AHacTacust
M CMepuiia ero B3IJIsIIoM. — 3ps s K BaM oOpaTuiaachk. Bul ke
JIpyT Tpada U U3 YyBCTBA JIOKTS HE BHIIAAUTE CBOETO IPUSITE-
Jnst. — OHa peluTeIbHO BCTajla M TOJAXBaTWJIa CBOM CaKBO-
soK. — Ilporaiite, rocnonuH barpsHiieB. MeHs xKaeT SKuUmnax.

— Kakoii emre skumax! — Bckpuyaj rpad M CXBaTUI €€ 3a
PyKy. — BBI He MoXXeTe mMpOCTO TaK yexaTh!

— Ewe kak Mory! — ¢ BbI30BOM OTBeTUJa AeByllKa. — BoT
TOJIBKO NepeoaeHyCh B 0oJiee ToaxXoasiiee 1l JOpOru riaTbe
u yeny oTctoga. — OHa BbICBOOOAMIA CBOIO PYKY U3 €0 Iajlb-
1IeB U OBICTPO IIpoliuia K ABepsiM. Ha mopore octaHOBUJIACK,
JocTaja U3 KapMaHa HaKUIKW HeOOIbIIO KOHBEPT 1 Modaja
ero mojoaomMy uenoBeky. — [Ipolry Bac, mepenaiite 3To rpa-
dy. 3mech 9 Bce 0OBSICHSIO, a Ha CJIOBaX CKaXXWTe, 4TO s He
X04y O0XOIUTHCS MaJIbIM. MHe HY>XXKHO BCe MJIM HUYeTro! — oHa
ropAeauBO B3JIepHyJa IOJ0OPOAOK U IlepellarHyja 4depes
MOPOT.

I'pad MeaneHHO MPOBOAMI B3TJISIAOM BBICOKYIO Ipaliio3-
HYI0 GUTYPKY CBOEI HEBECTHI, C SPOCThbIO CKOMKAJl KOHBEPT U
CYHYJI €r0 B KapMaH clopTyka. IToToMm co Bcex Hor Opocuiics Ha
BTOPOI 3Tax, e yXe TPU 4aca MOAPSA OTChINAJCS HACTOSI-
it Pagneit barpsHies.

['JIABA 3

IToaT nexan, 3aapaB HOTM Ha CIIMHKY KPOBaTH, U JUCTAJ
KypHaJl IBYXJICTHEM HaBHOCTH, KOTOPBIN OH OOHApYXKWJ Ha
MOJOKOHHUKE. YBUIEB rpada, oH ObICTPO CeJl Ha MOCTEIN U C
YAVUBJICHUEM YCTaBUJICS Ha B3BOJHOBAHHOTIO MPUSTEIS.

— Yro cnyuunock, Cepexa? BoiiHa wiu 3emierpsiceHre? —
CITPOCHIT OH.

— OcrtaBb cBou aypaiikue uryrouku, angeit! S nonan B
YepTOBCKW HEMPUSTHYIO cUTyauuto! MUHYTY Ha3an BHU3Y, B
TpakTUpeE, 1 pa3roBapuBal CO CBOE HEBECTOM U B CUIIy OOCTO-
SITEJIBCTB HAa3BaJICSI TBOUM MMEHEM. ..
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— O 6oxe! OHa 4TO Xe, He y3Hayia Te0s?

— EcrectBeHHO, He y3Haji1a, — HEIOBOJbHO MPOTOBOPHI
rpad. — Ho neno He B 9TOM. DTa AeBUlIa COBCEM HE TO aHTeJb-
CKO€ cO3laHMue, 0 KOTOPOM MHE TBEpAWJIMU POACTBEHHUKU Ha
MPOTSIKEHUHU MOCIEAHUX NBYX MecsleB. OHa BecbMa SMaHCH-
MMpoBaHa U, TTOXOXe, He TaK CTOBOPYMBA, KaK MHE ¢ TIpel-
CTaBJISUIN.

— U B yeMm Xe oHa HECroBop4YuBa?

— A XOoTg Obl B TOM, UTO HE XKEJIAET BBIXOAUTH 3a MEHS
3aMyK. Thl Obl BUIEJ, B KAKOM BUE OHA MOSIBUJIACHh HAa MTOCTO-
SIJIOM JBOPE: BEPXOM Ha JIOLIAAW, B 3aJISITTAHHOM I'PSI3bIO MO~
BeHeuHoM Iathe!.. M 1 He cMor oTKaszaTh cede B yIOBOJbCT-
BUM TIPEIOCTABUTh €Il CBOIO XWIETKY, B KOTOPYIO OHA C Ha-
cJaXIeHreM MoIiakanach!

— WM 4dto0 xe oHa Tebe Hartakana?

— MHoroe, HO IJIaBHOE, UTO I He cyMeJl yOeauTh €€ Bep-
HYTbCSI OOMOM. JIeJ0 B TOM, YTO KTO-TO COOOILIMII €ii, 4TO y
MeHS SIKOOBI MMeeTcs TI000BHMIIA, U Topaast AHacTacusl pe-
1Ia B30PBIKHYTh, KaK HOPOBUCTAS JIOIIAKA, M yMYAThCs K
YyepTy Ha pora, Kyna-to B CuOupb, mogaiblile OT MOCTHIIOTO
JKEHUXA.

— HHuTepecHas kapTuHa noaydaercs, oparen moit! Thl uyTo
>Xe, BTalfHe OT MeHsI KOro-To cede 3aBesi?

— 3Haelb, He TaK OB OOMITHO OBLIO, ecli OBl 3aBeJI, HO
BBICJIYIIMBATh HECIIPaBeIINBBIe OOBUHEHUST — 3TO BEITIIE MO-
nx cui! — Cepreii yctano onyctuics Ha ctyil. — Ho Buaen Obl
TH ee, Panneit! OHa mefiCTBUTENIFHO OYEeHb KpacuBa, IIPOCTO
rmoTpsicalole Kpacuna!

— O! — MDapgeii ¢ BeceabIM U3YMJIEHUEM YCTaBUIICS Ha TIPU-
aTeNsl. — YK He BJIIOOWJICS JIU Thl B Hee?

— B 510 cCBOGHpaBHOE, KaIIpM3HOE M HETIPEACKA3yeMOe CO-
3aaHue? Jla ynmacu 6or! — BCKpPUKHYJ I'pad B HErOJOBaHUU U
Jaxe MmpuBcTan co ctyaa. — Pazymeercs, HeT. bosiee Toro, s
HaMepeH ceiiyac MpUMEHUTh CHUITY, TTOCAIUTh €¢ B CBOI KU~
MmaX W JOCTaBUTh B MMeHUe Marepu. M Tam, Ha MecTe, yxXe
OymeM pelaTh, YTO JejaTh majblie. Bo3aMOXHO, 1 1 caM OTKa-
JKYCbh XXEHUTbCS Ha Hell. — M TyT MoJ1010# YeoBeK Moaymal,
YTO JIF00asi U3 3HAKOMBIX €MY >KEeHILIUH rOoTOBa Obljia Obl 110001
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LIEHOM He YITyCTUTH IIaHC CTaTh XeHol rpada ParmaHoBa, He-
CMOTpS Ha ero peryTanuio Ka3zaHoBBI, HO TOJIBKO HE Ta, KOTO-
pyto emy nocniano I[IpoBuaeHne u, CJIOBHO B HACMEIIIKY, TYT XKe
neiTaetcst orodbpate! Hy, HeT, uepT Bo3bmu! He Ha Toro Hama-
JIU, cylapbiHst!

MuHyTy rpad 3aIyMUMBO CMOTpPEJ B OKHO, ITIOTOM BCKOYMJI
CO CTyJla U PelInTeJIbHO 3alaxXHyJ1 TJIalll.

— Her, ®angeit, s mepenyman! 4 eny ¢ Heit! OHa permia
CHITPATh CO MHOM 37yI0 IIIYTKY, HY M S HE OCTaHYCh B JOJTY!

— TsI uTo 3amyman, cymacmenmmii? — Pamaeir BCTal ¢
MOCTEJIM U C UCIIYTOM B IJ1azax HaOa1o4al, Kak ero npusTeib
XBaTaeT CBOM BEILIM U 3alIMXUBAET UX B MOPTILIen. — Y TeOs ke
TOJILKO JBa yaca B 3arace, YToObl yCIeTh K BEHUaHUO!

— K Benuanuio 0e3 HeBecThl? IlpencraBisienib, Kakou
MOBOJ, MOSIBUTCS Y HAlllell 3HATH XOXOTaTh 10 yrany?

Cepreil mpoBepuJi, Ha MecTe J1 OyMaxkHUK, TOTOM 100~
11IeJT K OLLEJIOMJIEHHOMY MPUSTENI0, MOJIYa JOCTAll U3 €r0 BHYT-
pEeHHeTO KapMaHa IMMOPTMOHE, TaK Ke MOJT49a OIMOPOKHUI €To0,
BO3BPATIJI XO3SIMHY Y TOJIBKO TOTAA COM3BOJIVII TTOSICHUTH CBOU
JeCTBUS:

— JleHbru s Te0€e CKOpO BepHY. A ceiyac $ pellu exaTb
BMecTe ¢ Heli. M1 maro Tebe cioBo, 4TO eule 10 MOCKBBHI OHa
OyIeT Moeii...

— Ho 3auem takue cioxHoctu, Cepexa? — npepBal ero
®danpeii. — Ckopo Bbl 0OBeHUAaeTeCh, M TBOSI HEBeCTa U TakK
CTaHeT...

— Moeii xxeHoii? Ho TBI He ToHs1 MeHd, noporoit! A Hu-
KOr/aa He XeHIoCch Ha Helt. S caenalo AHactacuio MepKylieBy
CBoeli JIIOOOBHMIIEH, MpUUYEM OHA cama OPOCUTCSI MHE Ha 11Ielo, a
MHOTOM £ €ii OOBSICHIO, YTO K YeEMY, M OTIPABIIIO TOMOIA.

— Ho sT0 ke ckangan! B ob6uiecTtBe Teb6e 3TOro He Mpo-
CTST, U HU ONlHA JEBYIIKA U3 MOPSIOYHON CEMbU HE TOXKeaaeT
BBIATHU 32 TeOsT 3aMyX.

— A MHe Ha 370 HaruieBaTh! ECTh ofiHa TpesiecTHasl >KeH-
1IMHA, KOTopasl pa3BeJeHa C My>XKeM, HO 3TO He yMaJIsieT ee 10-
CTOMHCTB, BOT C HE-TO sI ¥ CBSIXKY CBOIO CyIbOY!

— Tsl nMeemrs B BUAY... — 3aayMuynBo TIpoTssHyn Pan-
neil. — Ho s1 cunTan, 4To oHa MHTepecyeTcs AHapeeM?
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— Ee 3aumHTEpEeCyeT TOT, KTO MEPBbIM CAEJAET Mpeaaoxe-
HUe. A Tak KaK AHIIpeii, Halel0Ch, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI IpoOyIeT
3/1€Ch, YTOOBI 3aMSITh CKaHIAI U YTEeLIUTh MUIYI0 MepKylleBy-
CTapuIylo, TO s YCIIel0 ONePeIUTh ero.

— Hy, 11, Cepreii, u Mep3aBeu! — BAPYT pacIUIbLICS B
ynbiOke Dangeit. — Takue TaaaHTHI CKPbIBAJ, U CTOJIb JOJITOE
BpeMsi. Thl Ke caMoro 3Mesi-uCKyCUTeJIsl COOUpaellbes nepe-
TUTIOHYTb.

— IIpocTo s Xouy COOTBETCTBOBATh CBOEH penyTaluu Mo-
BeCHl, Oe3menpbHMKa M pacnyTHUKa. Pammeit, mpocTt, HO Ha
HEKOTOpOe BpPEMSI 1 HaMEpPEH BOCMOJIb30BAaTbCS TBOMM HUMeE-
HeM.

— Ho kak xe Tak! — Bckpuuas B pacTepsIHHOCTU T1O3T, HO
OKOHYaTeJIbHO 00e3yMeBILIUM MPUSITESIb YK€ He CIbIIIAT ero
rpoMKHUX npotecToB. COexkaB B MTHOBEHUE OKa 10 JIECTHULIE
Ha nepBblil 3Tax, Cepreii MMHOBaJ KOPUIOP, BbIOEXKasl BO
JIBOP Y €/1Ba yCIeal BCKOUMUTh Ha MOJIHOXKY CTApEHbKOTO 3KM-
mnaxa, yBo3uBlIero AHactacuio MepkKyllieBy B cTopoHy Moc-
KBbI. OMJISIHYBILIMCDH, OH 3aMETUJI pacTepsIHHYIO SIIIKUHY hu-
3MOHOMMIO, KOTOPbI, BUAHO, TOJILKO YTO MPOOYIMUIICS OTO
CHa U Terepb, HUYEro He MOHMMasl, C TOCKOM Haboaal, Kak
€ro 0apuH YHOCUTCSI B HEM3BECTHbIE 1aJIM, CTOSI OAHOU HOTOM
Ha ITIOJHOXKE oOIlapnaHHoro 3kunaxa. ITorom rpad Maxayn
Ha TIpolllaHue pyKOi BEICYHYBIIeMYcs M3 okHa Damaero 1 9To-
TO OpYILIeMY BO BECh roJIOC BCJIEN CBOEMY OTYASTHHOMY JIPYTY.
YcMexHYBIIUCh, OH pacIiaxHyJ/l ABEPIy U IUIIOXHYJICS Ha CUe-
Hb€ HAaNpOTUB CBOEH OOBOPOXUTEIbHON HeBecThl. JleByllKa
CMOTpEJIa Ha HEero C HemoIJeJbHbIM YXAacoM U, KaxeTcs, C
TPYJIOM HalllJla B ce0e CUIIbl MPOLIEeNnTaTh:

— Yro BHI cebe 1o3BosieTe, rocnoanH barpsiHies?

— Ilpouy mpocTUTh MeHs 3a BTOpXKeHUe, — rpac BUHOBa-
TO B3IVISIHYJI HA HEE, — HO B MOCJAEIHIO MUHYTY 5 PELIWJI CO-
MpOBOXAaTh Bac 10 MOCKBBI U, €CJIM MOHAA00MTCS, Ha Kpai
CBeTa.

— IIpoctute! — AHacTacus yxe IMpulljia B ce0s1 U BbICO-
KOMEPHO OIJIsiiesa My>KUMHY, KOTOPBI TaK HEOXXMIAHHO CMe-
11aja Bce ee miaHbl. — f Kak pa3 U He cobuparoch B MOCKBY.
A eny no Camapsnl, 3areM Ha mmapoxoje 1o Kasanu, a B Kazanu
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caxych Ha noesn u eny B KpacHosipck. Tam Moit 1oM U yripaB-
JIEHUE IPUMCKAMU.

I'pacd mouyBcTBOBaN HENIPpUATHOE XCKeHUe B Tpyau. U neii-
CTBUTEILHO, pa3Be TOJBKO U3 MOCKBBI MOXHO A0€XaTh J0 €€
3emJin obeToBaHHOM. KaxkeTcs, neBulia Jydlllie ero OpueHTU-
pyeTcs B reorpacduu, a MOXET ObITh, OHA IIPOCTO MbITAeTCs 3a-
nyTtatb ciienbl? Ciaeays yxe CIOXUBIIEHCS TAKTUKE MOBeIe-
HUs, rpad, He BbIJaB IroJ0OCOM 3aKpaBLIErocsl Moao3peHMUsl,
cKazall:

— Kyna 65l BBl HM HANpaBJIsIUCh, CYAaphIHs, S TTOBCIOAY
Oyay COIpOBOXAATH Bac. Sl He MOTY OTITIYCTUTh HEBECTY MOETO
Jpyra oaHy-OAWHEIIeHbKY KyAa-TO K YepTy Ha KyJIUUKu!

— BBI MeH$1 04eHb 00SXeTe, €CI HEMEIJIEHHO OKMHETE
BDKUMAX! — Cyxo MporoBopuiia AHacTtacusi, U rpad 3aMeTUII,
KaK CXaJuCh B KyJaKM MajJeHbKHEe M3sIIHbIe pyku. — Ilo-
3BOJIbTE MHE CaMOli pellaTh, Kyjla U ¢ KeM exaTb. Bbl, cynapb,
00JIbLLION Hariel ¥ 100pbIii Mpoiiaoxa, eCcliv roJjiaraete, 4yTo s
MO3BOJII0 BaM COIpoBOXaaTh MeHsl. [IInroHa pemuiun u3 ceost
M306pa3uTh, He TaK Ju, rpad Dctepraszu'?

— ITouemy BbI Tak BAPYT UBMEHWJIM 000 MHE CBOE MHEHNE,
Anacrtacus? — PaTMaHOB HEOXHUIAHHO IJIsI CeOST OITyCTUIICS
Ha KOJIEHU MPSIMO Ha 3aTONTaHHbBIN TOJ KapeTbl U MpUXKajcs
rybamu K ee pyke. JleBylliKa B3ApOrHyJia, MOMbITaJach BHICBO-
6oauTh pyKy, HO Cepreil ¢ CHJION cXKaJjl XOJIOMHbBIC Jad0IIKN 1
TUXO nporopopuii: — KIISIHyCh BceMU CBSTBIMU, 1 HE TIPUYU-
HIO BaM HMKAKOro Bpeja!l — U ¢ TOCKOH MoayMall, UTO yxKe KO-
TOPBII pa3 3a 3TOT AeHb COJIraj, MOTOMY KaK MeuTall JUIIb 00
OJHOM — O CKOPOM M HEMMHYEMOM HaKa3aHWUU JJIsT 3TOM TIIy-
oil U caMoyBepeHHO! aeBUOHKU. K coxalieHu1o, BpeMsi, OT-
BEICHHOE €My CyIb0OI JJIs1 TIpUBEIECHUS TIPUTOBOPA B UCIIOJI-
HEHHUe, YMEHbIIAIOCh 10 JBYX, CaMOe OOJIblIee 10 TPEX CYTOK.
A 3TO ObLT IbSIBOJbCKU KOPOTKUI CPOK Jaxe IJisl 3alUCHOTO
JloBeJlaca M MOIIEHHHMKA, K YKUCIY KOTOPBIX OH HUKOTAAa He

1
Ocreprasu — maiiop I'eHTaba GppaHIly3cKoii apMUM, ILITTHOHUB-

1Mt B mosib3y 'epmanuu. BmecTto Hero Obl1 00BUHEH U ocyXkaeH B 1895 rony
3a IMKUOHAX KanuTaH Jpeiidyc, eBpeil o HaumoHaabHOCTU. [deno dpeitdy-
ca TIOJIYYMJIO OOJIBIION OOLIECTBEHHBI PE30OHAHC.
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